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TO THE 


Ricur Honoukrasle 


RACHEL 


Lady RUSSELL, 


MAD AM, 


Can be at.no loſs far iuducements to prefix Your Lady- 
ſhip's Name to this Diſcourſe. 1 know the Subje&t.is 
grateful to You: And if I only give you the occaſion 
hereby, of revolving in Tour mind this ſublime con- 
text, Tow will entertain Your [elf fram it, with more en- 
larged, and exalted thoughts, than ſuch a Diſcourſe, eſpeci- 
ally confined within ſo narrow Limits, can ſuggeſt. 

And Your Ladyſhip knows ſommch of the incomparable 
Queen, that Tou can the more eaſily believe the reſt. 1 
reckon You, Madam, agreat Frequenter of that Aſſembly 
above, to which She is. uow.adjayn'd. You have, beſides the 
greater AttraQtives that are common to all ſerious Chriſtians, 
a very peculiar One, to draw Your Mind often thither. A 


Jaints Root. mith Tou is there by Tranſplantation: And 4 


Noble Branch, from You both, and in whom Two Illuſtri- 
ous Families meer, is, under Your Care, ſhooting upwards 
| A 2 alſo. 


eat ITC 


alſo, All indeed that have true honour for Him, will ear. 
neftly covet He may be-long Serviteable to the moſt valu- 
able purpoſes, in this world; and that, by the Bleſſing of 
Heaven upon his approaching Nuptials, (with One from 
whom may be expeited, all that ſo ſweet and tender a Bud now 
beginning to open, can promiſe ) He may, in due time, 
ſpread forth many Branches, that may flouriſh' here : But it 
6s. t0 be hoped He will. be faund to'bave a Greater Mind, thaz 
can be confined to ſo low, and little a thing, as this Earth is, 

The thought may much the better be digeſted; that Terre- 
firial Nuptials, will ſome time end in Funerals; if once, 
by God's preſcribed methods, it can be made certain tons alſo, 
that thoſe Funerals ſhall exd in Celeſtial Triumphs. 

Tour Ladyſhip's Eyes ( which better ſerve for Heaven 
than Earth ) being, obſervably, much direted upward, will 
give aim and direction to theirs, who depend upon you, to 
look the ſame way; and withal, draw down from thence cox- 
tinual Bleſſings upon Tour ſelf and them, Which is the [+- 
rious Delire and Hope of, = | 


M ADAM, 
Your Ladyſhip's, 
Moſt Obedient and 
Obliged Humble Servant, 


Jonun Hows. 


Hes. 12. 23. latter part. 


--- And to the Spirits of fuſs Men made 
perfe@. 


E T me invite back your Eye to the foregoing 
Words that are in nearer ,ConneQtion with 
theſe. | 
. Verſ. 22. But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
the City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
fo an innumerable Company of Angels. 

Verſ. 23. To the general Aſſembly, and Church of the 
Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, and to God the 
Tudg of all, and to the Spirits of Fuſt Men made perfets. 

We have had this laſt Week a publick Solemnity, that 
was becomingly Great and Magnificent, upon a ſad and 
mournful Occaſion, the /aſt A# of a doleful Scene that 
hath laſted many Weeks. You know I have taken no- 
tice fo you (my uſual Hearers) of the firſt and ſaddeſt, 
the leading part in this Tragedy, once and again: Nor 
would I-have this laſt to paſs us, without ſome inſtru- 
Rive Obſervation and Remark. It will the more i»ſtrut# 
us the leſs it detains us; or if only taking a due (nor, I 
mean, a ſlight and too haſty, but yet a tranſient) notice 
_ of it, we be prompted by it to look forward, from what 
was in its own kind moſt deſervedly Great, to what is 1n- 


comparably Greater in 4 more excellent kind. ; 
| B 0 
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" A Diſcomſe on the Death 


Axts: 2 o I ., 
236. 


In ſuch a Puneral Solemnity, for ſo Great and Excellent 
a Perſonage, there is what may. moſt fitly extertain a 
while, there is not that which ought finally to terminate, 
a Wiſe and a Tudicious. Eye. 

Honours done to the Memory of Great Perſons de- 
ceaſed, have by the Wiſdom of all Nations been counted: 
Decencies, and even Debts ; when eſpecially the cCeceaſed 
have been fometime, and might have been much longer, 
publick Bleſſings : Then indeed it is that ſuch Rates are 
moſt fitly. (as they are uſually) called Juſt. 

But we are' too-prone.to be taken only with the meer- 
Pomp of fuch SpeiZacles, and which is the Infirmity of 
our- too-degenerate Spirits, to be wholly poſſeſy'd with. 
Phanciful Ideas;. as thoſe were intimated to be which- 
were from a SpeQacle of the fame: commos kind, tho on 
a very diverſe Occaſiow, by that elegant Expreſſion, 
WT mis: hore oizk, fuch as. do. but amute. our Imagina-. 
tion a while, but muft of courſe vaniſh, and cannot ſtay 
long with us. But" we need that ſomewhat greater; 
and. too latent to firike our Eye; . ſhould amother way. en- 
ter, and teach our Mend; making fuch Imprefſions there, 
25 may claim an abode, and that ought to remain, and 
dwell with: us. 

You read of a very: ſolemn: Funeral, Gen. 50, The 
whole Countrey into which the March was made, was. 
amus'd at the State and Greatneſs of that- mournful Cz- 
zaltade, wherein *tis ſaid, w..9. there were Chariots and. 
HKlorſemen, even 4 very great Company. 

That which you have many of you fo lately ſeen, and 
no-doubt: all of you heard of, was a mo# auguf-Fuxeral 
Splemnity;, ſuch-as whereof /zf.concerned, foreign Speita-- 
z0r5might ſay, as the Canaantes by- miſtake did of ther,. 
EI. T his 3a: grievous Mourning tothe Egyptians. 
Fhey. 


and Funeral of onr late Qu x v. 


They were 1adeed antiently the moſt celebrated 
Mourners for ſuch as died from amongſt them, in alt 


the World, 1n reſpect of their Faneral Rites, and of 


their Monuments for the Dead, of which they are {aid to Dio, ic. 


have taken more care than of the Habitations of the 
Living ; accounting theſe they were to inhabit. only a 
ſhore time, but thoſe they reckon'd their 4iNs5 tmss, 
their eternal Habitations. An Imagination; which how 
wild {oever it were of the Habitations of Soxls, (which 
only could be ſuppoſed capable of being pleaſed with 
them) yet imply'd their Belief of their Immortality, 
whereof ſome have (groundleſly) thought them the 
firſt Aſſertors. 

Bur the Canaanites were, as was intimated, miſtaken 
in apprehending that to be chiefly an Egyptian Mourn- 
ing. The true Iſraelites (thoſe that were ſuch indeed) 
' were the rue, concerned Mourners. The Father of If- 
racl was dead: As now with us, the Mother. A Politi- 
cal, thonot a Nataral, nor merely an Oeconomical one. 
A Mether, not in the narrower and more minute, but 
in the larger and molt noble Senſe, not of a ſingle Fami- 
{y only, but of Nations. 

The Egyptians allifted to make up the Shew in that 
Mourning, but were probably the prepared (as their Po- 
fterity were the a&Fzve) Inſtrumenrs of the Slavery and 
Miſery of that People, with whom they were now 
ſeeming Sharers in Lamentation. | 

Ours was a Mourning not leſs grievous than theirs : 
Nor more grievors than juſt to the Engliſh Nation, i. e. 
to whom the Soil and the Genizes are together native ; 
that are not of an Egyptian Spirit. Unto which, as things 
happen, (to its Power, or to its Impotency) there is a r4- 
dical, innate Dilpoſition, ether to make Slaves, or to be 
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ſuch. There 1s a ſort of People (as was once ſaid) bory 
to Slavery, to whom it is a Birthright. They have it in 
their Natares, and no other State, as he moſt aptly ſpake, 
lin. Pa- js agreeable (or becoming) to them. Quos non atcet eſſe 
_ niſi ſervos. They know not what to do with Liberty, 
any more than that ſilly Creature that us'd to haunt the 
Dunghil, with the Pear/. Therefore they can but ſu- 
tably value the Reſtorers and Aſſertors of it. No Irons 
can be heavier, or leſs tolerable to them, than a gexerows 
and a Chriſtian State of Freedom. Therefore if none elſe 
will do them the kizd Office, to put them into gextler 
Shackles, they grow ſo annaturally cruel, as to ſhackle 
Proy.s.22- themſelves in the ignobleſt ſort of Bondage : They are 
Sen. Tra8- ,,/d ins the Cords of their own Sins, and make the Chain 
whereby they are to be dragg'd. 

Brutiſh Appetites and Inclinations are to them ſe- 
yerer Taskmaſters than it can ever be in their Power to 
become to others. They can themſelves, at the utmoſt, 
but domineer over other Mens Externals ; but theſe have 
ſubdu'd their Wills, and tyrannize 1n their very Minas. 

Thus 'tis with them in relation to their Governing, 
and their being Governed : And their Policy and Religion 
come both out of the ſame Mint. 

To them this Seaſon of Sorrow is a time of Feſtivity 
and Laughter ; who, when they have ſuffered a more 
monſtrous Transformation themſelves, can eaſily turn 

Eccl.7.4., the Houſe of Monraing into that of Mirth. The wiſe 
Man tells us what fort of People they are whoſe Hear; 
is in this /atter Houſe ; and what is to be thought of 

Chap, 2.2. ſuch Mirth and Laughter. And indeed without a ſeri- 

ous Repentance (by which Men do reſipiſcere, or become 

wile) theirs 1s like to prove the Sardonick Laughter, a 

certain Prelude to Death and Ruine, 


But 


and Funeral of our late Que x y. 


But *tis to be hoped this ſort of Men do dwindle into 
a not-much-regardable Paucity. The Current of the 
Nation runs againſt them, which muſt turn, and con- 
ſtrain them to fall in with it. For, | 

We had upon the late ſad Occaſion a Pazegyris. We 
find that Word in the introduQtive Part of the Text :; 

and tho it is more commonly apply'd to a Multitude [24-8 
thered on other Occaſions, it diſagrees not to that order- 
ly-great Concourſe on that mournful Occaſion, a Gere- 
ral Aſſembly, that is 4 National One, met, then, on pur- 
poſe' to mourn : a Nation aſſembled, and mourning zx 

their Repreſentative. It was decent it ſhould be ſo. A 
Loſs ſo National, fo general ' a Sorrow, were with no 
Congruity, otherwiſe, to be reſented and expreſs?d. Our 
Mourning was therefore by all the Eftates of the Kjng-- 

dom, the Head only mourning, with greater and more 

decent Majeſty, in Retirement, or being (as is uſual in 
ſolemn Mournings) hzd, and covered on that Day. So 
was the whole Legiſlature concern'd in that Sorrow, as if 
it were ordained by Szatute, or as if our Mourning were, 

as that for an excellent Prince alſo, (2 Ghroz. 35. 25.) 
by az Ordinance in our Iſrael: And as if our Tears and 
Lamentations were, as before they were, by Merit, to 
be alſo made dye by Law! Death march'd in State and 
Triumph that Day : The Ring of Tervrors- took the 
Throne, and fill'd that Part which it had made vacant; 
having pluck'd: away from thence not only ſo bright an. 
Ornament, but ſo glorious an Inſtrument, in our Gos 
vernment : And all the Orders of the Realm, as Captives; | 
attended the Chariot of the Conqueror. England had 
loſt its Delight, its pleaſant Comelineſs, and even half its: 
Soul. Nothing could correſpond to fuch a Caſe, but a 
National Groan, as of an balt-expiring Kinzdom, _ 
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7s almoſt, to breath its laſt, and give up the Ghoſt. 


It muſt be confeſ(s'd, our juſt Tribute to the Memory 
of our admirable Queen can never be ſaid to be fully 
paid ; nor can this Diſcourſe leave out occalional Re- 
Ae&ions that may be of this Import. But my preſent 
Defign is to endeavour our Minds may be drawn up- 
—_ and to make that Improvement of this moſt in- 
ſtruftive Providence unto which this cboſez Text will 
diret, Not to entertain you with her Charadter and 
Praiſes, (for it is the ſame thing to charatterize and to 

raiſe her) that ' Part is performed in divers excellent 
Diſcourſes, which Thaye read, as I believe many of you 
have, and I hope with Fruit as well as Approbation, 


and (as there is Cauſe) with great Adiniration of the 


Divine Goodneſs, that ſo illuſtrioully ſhone forth jn her, 
and that vouchſafed, 1o long, to entruft the People of 
England with 10 rare « Jewel, whole Luſtre was yet ex- 
ceeded by its real Vertues. By which allo we may make 


our Eſtimate of the Diſpleaſure wherewith it is ſo ſoon | 


withdrawn, and caught away fram us, ſoas to enter- 
tain the Age (as our Divine Herbert) with 


—— A Mirth but open'd, and ſhut up again— 


A burning and a ſhining Light, (for 1o {he alſo was in a 
true Senſe, and 1n her proper Sphere) i# the Light where- 
.of we rejoiced byt a Seaſon. 

But every ſuch Providence hath its derk Side, and its 
bright. View it downward, as it looks upon us who re- 
main beneath, and we behold Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, 
and ay horrible Tempeſt. Such a State of things we may 
fear er Queen hath left unto us who ſtay below, while 
wedo ſo. Burt look we upon it «pwards, whither ſhe 
is aſcended, and whither we are profeſſed!ly tending, and 


— are 


—_— Xx xz a9 XX Gm wa, O33 +» 3 _ $þ 


and Funeral of our late Qu tx. 
are in fome fort come, if we be Followers of them, who 
thorow Faith aud Patience have inherited the Promiſes ; 
and we find 'tis to Mount Sion, aud unto the City of the 
liviag God, the heaventy Jeralalem, and to an innumer a» 


ble Company of Angels, to the General Aſſembly, and+- 


Church-of the Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, 


and to God the Fudg of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Mew: 


made perfett, And hither, that we may fetch InftruQti-- 


on out of Ferror, out of the Eater Meat, and Life out: 


of Death, let us bend and apply our ſelves. 

We have had a mournful fad Solemnity and Aſſem-- 
bly, tho decently pompous and great : Exgland's Glory: 
clad in Sables,and ſparkling-in gloomy darkneſs. But now 


tet us lift up our Eye, and endeavour it may: penetrate-- 


through this Darkneſs, and-behold the glorious SpeQa- 
cle which this Context preſents us with. 

Funeral Solemnities, even for pious and holy Perfons,. 
and that were of greateſt Uſe in the World, are un- 


zrateful Spectacles, if they are only confideredin their: 


Retroſpeition, without Proſpe&t, or if they only folem-- 


nize their Exit, out of thu World of ours, but be un-- 


deritood to have no reference to their Aſcent and En- 


trance into the Regions of Immortality and Bliſs above... 


And, without this, we fee our ſelves outdone by the.. 
Egyptians themielves, with whom their Funeral Appar 
ratzs had reference to a ſubſequent Immortality: 


Theſe. Words are alluſive, and promiſcuouſlly refer,.. 
partly tothings known and famous among the. Greeks,.. 


but are more principally accommodate to theſe Chriftian- 
Iſraelites, or Hebrews, to whom they are w1it, and (in 
a Scheme of Speech, familiar and well kaown to them} 


have Reſpe& to. their Paſſage out of Egyor (as the 3: 


2nd 4:4..Chapters of this-Epiſtlealſe:-haye)- towards-the 
Land. 
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A Diſcourſe on the Death 
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CACKENL 
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Chryli. 1n 
loc, 


Heb. 7.26. 


Land of their promiſed Inheritance, whereof the Re- 
mains of their venerable Anceſtor and Head, holy Jar 
cob, or Iſrael, had, by Divine Inftin&t and DireQion, 
in that mentioned ſolemn Funeral Proceſſion, been con- 
vey'd before, to take a ſort of Typical and Prophetical 
Prepoſſeſſion-of-ut for them. 

They are in the whole a Figure, an Allegory, which 
is expounded, Gal. 3. In their way to their Terreftri- 
al Canaan, this People come to Mount Sinai, The 
Emblem of their Jewiſþ Church-ſtate, under rigorous 
Severities, which zhey were to paſs from, and ſo ſhall 
we. The Text expreſſes what they were come, and 
were tending, to. The Repreſentation whereof hath 
a double Reference i#:ermediate to the State and Conſti- 
tution of the Chriſtian Church, and final to the Heavenly 
State : The former being both a Reſemblance, and ſome 
Deeree of the latter, 

Ye are come (faith he) to Mount $10] the Seat of 
the Sacred Temple, the Shechinah, the Habitation of the 
Divine Preſence, not ambulatory, as the Tabernacle 
was, while they were journeying through the Wilder- 
neſs, but the fixed Reſidence of the Eternal Kjng, where 
the Order of Worſhip was to be continued, to the Ful- 
neſs of time, as afterwards in the Chriſtian Church it 
was to be permanent, and unchang'd zo the end of time; 
and in the Heavenly State unalterable and eternal. And 
here in oppolition to the caſe at Monnt Sinai, where the 
People were to ſtay beneath the Mount, (whereas they 
were to go up to the Houſe of God on Mount Sioz) they 
are now to aſcend, and be higher than Heaven ; as their 
glorious Head and Lord is faid to be. 

To the City of the living Goda, the heavenly Jeruſalem} 
to lignity the Vicinity wherein God will have his Pco- 
ple 


and Funeral of our late QUE ev. 
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ple be to him, as Jeruſalem was to Son, their Houſes and 


Dwellings being near to his own; the City to the Temple. $1.7 Lpnyuas 
And this Paſſage may alſo look back upon their former ivrav%s, 
State: whereas they had heretofore nothing but Wilder. were 


neſs, they had now a City. To which that alſo agrees, 
Heb. 10. 16, Their earlier Progenitors were Wanderers 
and Strangers even in Canaan it ſelf, but now God had 
prepared for them a City in the Heavenly Canaan, as be- 
fore he did in the Earthly. For leſt their Minds ſhould 
ſtay in the external Sign, he lets them know he means 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, i. e. the Chriſtian Charch, which 
was the Kingdom of Heaven begun; and Heaven it 
ſelf, which is the ſame Kingdom, in its final and conſum- 
mate State, 

To 4n innumerable Company of Angels] wen which 
tho iz the ſingular it (ignifies a definite Number, being 
here put p/urally may well be underſtood to ſignify inde- 
finitely a numberleſs Mulritude : or whereas ſome ſelet#- 
ed Squadrons might only attend the Solemnity of giving 
the Law at Mount Sinai, here is the whole Heavenly 
Hoſt, whoſe ſtated Office it is to guard the Church be- 
low, and worſhip the Majeſty of Heaven above. 

To the General Aſſembly] the mwwywes, the glorious 
Conſeſſms of all Orders of leſſed Spirits ; which, as it 
may be ſuppoſed conſtant, at all times, 10 is as ſuppoſable 
to be more frequented and ſolemn at ſome, and whither 
any may reſort, as quick as the Glance of an Eye or a 
Thought ; and perhaps do at appointed Seaſons, ſo as 
to make more ſolemn Appearances before the Throne of 
God, as the Laws and Uſages of that bleſſed World (ball 
' require, And we may well underſtand here an Allufion 
to the appointed times, at which there was a Reſort 
from all Parts of Judes to Jeruſalem; and, as in the 

C Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Church, are, at ſet Seaſons, more numerous and 
folema Aſſemblies. Here may alfo be an Allufion to 
the Panathenaicas, the more general Conventions of a[l 
the People of Athens, upon ſome ſolemn Occaſions, 
. which were wont to be called 772viers, Theſe can be 
referr'd to but as faint Reſemblances and Shadows (whe- 
ther they were the Jewiſh or the Grecian Aﬀemblies) of 
this Univerſal Convention, that fills the vaſt Expanſe of 
Heaven ; in compariſon whereof not only this liztle 
Earth of ours, but the whole Yortrice to which it bc- 
longs, can be conſidered but as a very minure Spat or 
Point. The Inhabitants that people thoſe immenſe, pure 
and bright Regions 1n their Grand Rated ſolemn Aſſem- 
bly, make the Term to which Holy Souls, aſcending 
from - among us, are contmually coming. And here 
with whac ineffable Pleaſure muſt theſe pure Celeſtial 
Intelligences, all 6I'd with Light, Wiſdom, Life, Be- 
nignity, Love and Joy, converſe with one another, 
behold, reverence, love, worſhip, and enjoy their 'So- 
vereiga Lord, diſplaying his Glory perpetually before 
them, and making his rich immenſe Goodneſs diffuſe it 
felf, and flow in Rivers of Pleaſure moſt copiouſly 
among them ! 

The Church of the Firſt-born written in Heaven.) Theſc 
all conflitute but one Church, of whatfoever Orders thoſe 
bleſſed Spirits are. And they are all ſaid to be Fr /- 
born. The Church here meant conlifting only of /ach, 
in whom the Divine Life, or the holy living Image of 
God hath Place, they having all the Privileges which did 
belong to the Firſi-born ; the Inheritance, the Principa- 
lity, and the Prieſthood : For all God's Sops are alſo Heirs, 
Rom. $8.17. And they are all wade Kzngs and: Prieſts, 
Rev. 1. 16, having, all, their Crowns, which they _—_ 
caſt 
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caſt dowa before the Supreme Kzng : And their Employ- 


ment being perpetual Oblation of Praile, Adoration, and 


all poſſible Acknowledgments to him. 'They are all of 


excellent Dignity, and every one exrolPd4, ſo rhat none 
have a Place rhere, by Over-ſight, Caſualty, or Intruſion. 


We muſt here underſtand an Alluſion to what Cirizens. 


need not be told, the known Cuſtom of regiſtring fuch 
as were C:ivitate donati, Or maae Free. 

And to God the Fudg of all. } This may+have reference 
to that Office of the Jadg in the Olywpick Concertations, 
to whom it belong'd to determine who were YVifors, 
and to whom the Garlands or Crowns were juſtly due. 
Here the Privilege is, that they whoſe Cauſe is to be 
tried, are fure of righteoms Fudgment, and that they may 
approach the enthroned Majeſty of Heaven it elFf. 
None of them are deny*d Liberty of Acceſs to the Throxe 
of Glory Above; as in the Chriſtian Church none are to 
the Throne of Grace Below. 

And to the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfeff.} This 


ſhews they all make but ove Church : Even ſuch Spirits as 


have dwelt in Fleſh being reccived into the Communion 
of thoſe whoſe dwelling never was with Fleſh. And, in 
the mean Time, rhoſe that yet continue in theſe low 
Earthly Stations, as foon as the Principles of the Divine 
Life have place in them, belong, and are related to thar 
. Glorionws Community ; for they are faid to be already come 
thereto, and all together compoſe but Oxze Family. For 
there is but one Paterfamilias, of whom the whole Fami- 
ly in Heaven and Earth is ſaid to be named, Ephel. 3.15. 

Now for the Encouragement of Chriſtians unto a 
faithful Perſeverance through all the Difficulties of this 
their preſent confkting, imperiect State, is this glori- 
ous Repreſentation made of the bleſſed Iffue their La- 
C 2 bours 
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bours and Sufferings ſhall have at laſt. Whither they 
ſhall be gathered at the finiſhing of their Courſe, and 
how God-like, how worthy of Himſelf the Exd ſhall be, 
into which he will run up all Things, when the Szate of 
Probation and Preparation 1s over with his intelligent 
Creatures, and the ſtable, permanent, eternal State comes 
to take place, which, becauſe it is final, can admit 
0 more Changes, and becauſe it is perfet, can no more 
need any. Hither Chriſtians are to come, and: in ſome 
Senſe, the Sincere are ſaid to be.come already. 


And now upon this part of the Term of their Ac- 
cels, viz. that they are-come to-[the Spirits of the Tui 
made perfet#] we areto ſtay a while, and ſhall conſider, 


I, The Perfe&ion the Spirits of the Juſt do finally 
arrive tO #12 their future State. | 

IT. In what Senſe, Sincere Chriſtians, zz their 
preſent State, can be ſaid to become to them, 
who are ſo made perfeQ. 


I. For the former of theſe, we may eaſily admit zhis 
being made perfett to be an Agoniſtical Phraſe, as ſome 
of great Note and Worth have expounded it ;. and unto 
which zhat 1n the Beginning of this Chapter, of running 
the Race ſet before us (q. d. the Way laid out between 
the Lines on each Hand) doth plainly lead us. But it 
ſhould hereupon be remote from us to think, that a 
meer relative Dignity, or any external Honours, are the 
Things we mult principally underſtand to be conferr'd, 
or which theſe Adepti mult be zow thought to have ob- 
tain'd. *'Tis a real, inward, ſubjetive —_—_— by 
which 
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at. 


which they all become mo# excellent Creatures, that muſt 
be chiefly meant. | 

Perfeition taken in the Moral Senſe, doth, in the Lan- 
guage of the Holy Scriptures, contain a threefold Gra- 

ation. 

Fir#, At the loweſt, Sizcerity ; as when our Saviour 
propoſes to that Queriſt, Mat. 19.21. if he would be 
terſe, to ſell all he had, and give to the Poor, following 
him, with the ExpeQtation of no other Recompence 
but of a Treaſure in Heaven, If a Man's Soul be nor in 

' a Diſpoſition to comport with ſuch Terms, upon a-ſuffi: 
cient Signification of our Lord's Pleaſure, that he ſhall 
now doſo; orif at any Time this be the Caſe, that he 
muſt either forgo all this World, and even Life it ſelf, 
or elſe renounce Chri# and Chriſtianity, he is not yet in 
a right Poſture towards hi laſt End. He hath not taken 
the Lord for his God and beſt Good, his Heart more 
ſtrongly adheres to this preſent World. But if he have 
arrived hither, which is his firſt Step, reſolving upon his 
true and right End, which he will ſupremely purſue, 
againſt whatſoever Competition of lefs valuable Things, 
he is now, #n the loweſt Senſe, perfet?, i.e. a reſolved 
thorough Chriſtian. 


Seconaly, An eminent Improvement; greater Maturity 


in Divine Knowledg and all other Chriſtian Vertues. As 
when the Apoſtle blaming the flower Progreſs of the 
Chriſtian Hebrews, Chap. 5. 13, 14. that they were yer 
fo unskilful in the Word of Righteouſneſs, and only capa- 
ble of Milk, not the ſtrong Meat fit tor Perſons come to a 
more grown Ape, nor had their Senſes as yet well exerci- 
fed, &c. he exhorts them, chap. 6. 1, leaving the firſt 
Principles of the Chriſtian Doctrine, to-go o#- fo. Per- 
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The Third is the conſummate State of a Chriſtian ;, fo 
is a perfect Man expounded by being come to the meaſure 
of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chrift : That State to 
which all Gifts given by our aſcended, conquering, 
crowned Redeemer; the whole Goſpel, the Apoſtolate, 
the entire Miniſtry, the whole Frame ana Conflitution of 
the Chriſtian Church, all Evangelical Truths and Inftitu- 
tions, with whatſoever Ilnminations and Influences we 
can ſuppoſe ſ{uperadded to all theſe, have ultimate and 
final Reference : and the State to which all ſhall come, 
Eph. 4. 8,—12, 13. Is this moſt perfect State, in re- 
ſpe& whereof the Apoſtle ſays of himſelf that he had 
not yet attained, zor was already perfect, Phil. 3. 12, 

I donot reckon the meer natural Perfedtion, either of 
the Inner or Outer Man, to be here neceſſarily excluded ; 
but that the moral is chiefly intended, and of that the ul- 
timate, conſummative Degrees, till reſerving room for 
ſuch Additions as will follow the fizal Judement. 
 AndI doubt 'tis not enough conſidered how much the 
Felicity of the future State depends upon ſuch Perfetion 
of the Subjeit of it. Concerning the Odjedt of Felicity, 
we are agreed it can be no other than the bleſſed God bim- 
ſelf, the all-comprehending Good, fully adequate to the 
higheſt and moſt enlarged reaſonable Delires. Bur the 
Contemperation of our Faculties to the holy, bliſsful Ob- 
zeQ, is ſo neceſſary to our ſatisfying Fruition, that with- 
out that we are no more capable thereof, than a Brute of 
the Feſtivities of a quaint- Oration, or a Stone of the 
Reliſhes of the mott pleaſant Meats and Drinks. That 
Meetneſs which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Col. 1. 12. To be 
Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 1s 
of no {mall Importance to our Participation it. ſelf. 


We 
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We are too apt to fill our Minds with Idea's of an 
Heaven made up of external, out-ſide Glories, forgetting 
we mult have the Kjngdom of God within ws, hereafter, 
in its perfeft, as well as here 11 its izitial State. A King- 
dom that conliits in Rizhteoufneſs, firſt, an univerſal 
holy ReCtirtude of all our Powers, then, conſequently, in 
Peace and Joy. | 
The perfect Cure of all. the Diftempers of our Spirits, 
and a confirmed molt perfely happy Temper, is of moſt 
abſolute Necetlity to the Bleſſedneſs of the heavenly 
State ; and without it any imagined external Glory will 
ſignify no more to our Satisfaction, than rich and gorge- 
ous Apparel can give the defired Content and Eaſe to 
an ulcerous diſeaſed Body ; or (as the Moraliſt ſpeaks) pur: 
a Diadem to an aking Head, a gay Slipper to a pained 
Foot, or a Gold Ring to a ſore Finger. - 
Let a Soul be ſuppoſed aQuually adjoined to that glor;- 
oxs Aſſembly, and Church above, that is yet unacquainted . 
with God, ſtrange, and diſafteed to him, alienated 1-4 
from the divine Life, ſtill carnally minded, loving moſt, ng 
and looking back with a lingring Eye towards this pre- "» 
ſent World and State of things ; full of Pride, Haughti- 
neſs, and ſelf-magnifying Thoughts; of Envy, Wrath, 
Hatred, Contentioufnels; of Deceit, Guilefulnefſs and 
 Difſimulation, fill'd with ravenous Luſts, and inordi- 3 
nate, inſatiable Deſires after impoſſible Things : Such a M. 
Soul will only ſeem to have miſtaken its Way, Place, hs | 
State and Company, and can only be a fit Aſſociate for NF 
Devils and infernal Spirits. Irs Condition would be 
ually uneaſy to it ſelf, andall about ir; rhe Outrage 
1 own Lufſts and Paſſions would create to- it a» Hell 
m the midſt of Heaven, and be to it as a thouſand De- 
yils, both for W ickedneſs and for Torment, 
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But to give. you a Summary of this internal Perfettion 
of the Spirits of juſt Men, in their moſt perfett State, 1 
cannot give you a fuller and more comprehenſive one than 
is expreſs'd in thoſe few Words, Me ſhall be like him, for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is : Where are twothings conjoin- 
ed, that together exprels the perfeQ State of theſe bleſſed 
Spirits ; | 

Likeneſs to God ; and the 
Viſion of him. 


And theſe two are ſo connetted,as to admit of a twofold 
Reference each to other: Either that this Likeneſs to 
God be conſidered as a Preparative for the Viſion of him, 
and ſo that the latter Words be conſidered as an Argument 
of the former, viz. that becauſe it is deſigned we ſhall 
live in the perpetual Yifon of God, it is therefore ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould be /ike him, without which we can be 
no way capable of ſuch a Sight, or of beholding ſo bright 
« Glory. Orelſe, that the Viſion of God be perpetually 
produttive of this Likeneſs to him; and ſo that the latter 
Words be underſtood not only to contain an Argument, 
whence we may conclude this Likeneſs muſt be, but alſo 
to expreſs the 7mmeadiate Cauſe by which zt xs. As the 
Form of Expreſſion will admit either of theſe References, 
{o I doubt not the Nature of the Thing will require that 
we take them in both, There could be no ſuch Viſion of 
God as is here meant, if there were not ſome previous 
Likeneſs to him, in our former State. And when, in our fi- 
nal State,we are firſt admitted to that beatifick glorious Vi- 
fion, by that means, we may reaſonably underſtand will 
enſue the Perfettion of* that Likeneſs. 

Whereof alſo it 1s to be conſidered, that Vifon (which 
ſpoken of the Mind is Kyowledg) muſt not only be taken 
for 
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for a Cauſe, but « Parr'; for the Image of God is at firſt 


renewed (and with equal Reaſon muſt be ſuppoſed at col.z.re. 


laſt perfected) i» Kynowleds. 

This Image or Likeneſs of God therefore, if we conſi- 
der the natural Order of working upon an intelligent 
Swbje#, muſt, as to that Part of it which hath its Seat in 
the Mind or underſtanding Faculty, be cauſed by the im- 
mediate Irradiation of the Divine Light and Glory up- 
on that, and be the Cauſe of the reſt. 

But both together are the inherent ſubjefttve Perfettion 

of theſe bleſſed Spirits of the Fuſt, and comprehend all 
that belongs to this their moral Perfetion, the latter be- 
ing it ſelf alſo virtually comprehended in the former. 
. . . The Vion of God therefore, or their perte&t Know- 
 - ledg of him, with whom they mult ever have moſt of 
all zo do, as the principal Objett of their Fruition and En- 
joyment, muſt be the I rr and the /eading thing in 
this their Perfeftion : For no doubt it is that Perfe&ion 
which direaly concerns their ultimate Satisfa&tion and 
Bleſſedneſs, which is here intended ; with which their 
eternal Employment is moſt conjunQ and complicated, as 
we ſhall after ſee: They enjoy and adore the ſame bleſſed 
Obje& at once, and 2 doing the one, do the other. 

And beſides the Knowledg of him, there muſt be by 
his Beams, and i his Light, (Pl.36.9.) the perfett Know- 
ledg of all that it is needtul or requiſite they ſhould know, 
without which, ſince all their Enjoyments in the Hea- 
venly State muſt be in their firſt Riſe intelleual, *twould 
be impoſſible they ſhould ever perfeQly enjoy any thing 
at all. And that this Perfefion of juſt Mens Spirits 
is intended to be ſummarily comprehended in the Per- 
feition of their Kyowledg, is more than intimated by that 
Series of Diſcourſe which we find, 1 Cor. 13. 9—12. 

| | | The 
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The Apoftle comparing the Imperfettion of our pre. 
ſent with the Perfetion of our future State, ſums up 
all in this, that we know ow but in part, and that then 
we ſhall know @s me are kaown : But the Perfeitiow of this 
Kyquleda he ſeems more to ſtate in the manner of know- 
ivg, than in the extent and compaſls of the things knowy. 
That in this latter Reſpe& it may admit of Increaſe they 
cannot doubt, who conſider the fizzte Capacity of a crea- 
ted Mind, and the mighty Advantages we ſhall have for 
continual Improvement, both from. the e/ear Diſcovery 
of things, in that bright and glorious Light, and from 
the Receptiveneſs of our enlarged and molt apprehenſive 
Minds. But that State can admit of no culpable Ig no- 
rance, nor of any that ſhall more axfer Infelicity, than 
include Sin. 
Therefore now to ſpeak more diftinftly ; 

We take this Perfe&ion of the Spirits of the Juſt to. be 
principally meant of their moral Pexfection, ſuch as ex- 
cludes all Siz and all Miſery.; as Moralitz comprehends 
and conneQs together Sanity, the Goodneſs of the 
Means, and Felicity. the Goodneſs off the. End: the for- 
wer molt direttly, but moſt certainly, inferring the /attey. 
If therefore we ſay. this is.their ſzleſs Perfection, we ſay 
all that the Caſe requires. 

In that it is faid. to. be the Perfedion. of Spirits, it 
muft indeed ſuppoſe. all that zatural: Perfeffion.which be- 
longs to ſach a ſort of: Creatures, as ſuch, iz their own 
kind. But inaſmuch _ as the Specification 1s added [of 
the Juſt], *tis their oral Perfet#ion, or moſt: perfeitly hs- 
Iy Refitude, from which their Bleſſednelſs 1s 1nſepara- 
ble, that ſeems ultimately intended. 

But now whereas this their /timate Perfeiion hath 
been faid: to be. virtually contained. and: ſumm'd: up is 
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Kyov/edg, we are hereupon to confider how this may 
appear to be a compleat Summary of all ſuch Perfe&ion : 
And nothing can more evidently appear if you join to- 
gether 


Serue Matter or Object | 
The wack Mapner or Netares of this Rnowledg. 


1, The true and proper Obje& of it muſt be, not 
omne ſcibite, but whatſoever they can be obliged or can- 
cerned to know, or that is requiſite to their Duty and Fe- 
licity ; all that lies within their Compaſs, as they are 
Creatures, that in ſuch a diſtint# Sphere, or in their ewz 
proper Order, are to correfpond to the Ends of their Crea- 
tion, 1.e. to glorify the Author of their Beings, and be 
happy in him. Infinite Kpowledg belongs not to them, is 
not competent to their Nature, nor neceſſary either to 
their Employment or to their Bleſſedneſs in the heavenly 
State. Whatſcever Knowledg is requiſite to theſe Ends, 
will be included in this their fzal Perfettion. 

It is, by the way, to be obſerv'd how this Matter 1s 
expreſs d, made perfect, which fignifies our arriving to 
this Pexfeition out of an imperfeit State. We were crea- 
ted with an original Perfetion, ſufficient to a State of 
Probation, By our Apoftacy we became ſinfully imper- 
fett : All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God, 
Rom. 3.23. We have been put upon a zew Trial by our 
Redeemer. Their Perfeftiop, who have r#n out their 
Conrſe, is, by the Grace of God, and by his Methods, 
reſtored, and improv'd to its juſt Pitch, They are zow, 
their Trial being over, ſet in a conſummate Reftitnde to- 
wards the Ends of their Creation, and herein are endow- 
ed with all the Knowledg they need, viz. of ſuch things 
as in reference to thoſe Ends they can any way be con- 
cern'd with. D 2 With 
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With the bleſſed God himſelf they are moſt of all con- 
cerned : For him they are eternally to adore and. enjoy : 
Therefore that their PerfeQtion ſhould be virtually in- 
cluded in Divine Knowledg, is congruous to the State 
of their Caſe, and to the Language of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which expreſſes their moſt perfeQ State by the 
Viſion of God, in the mention'd 1 John 3. 2. and Mat. 
5. 8. Heb. 12.14, &c. Which Phraſe is not borrowed 
from the Sight of the Eye, and transferr'd to that of the 
Mind, at random, or without (moſt probable) Deſign. 
It moſt aptly ſignifies the great Facility of this Kyow- 
ledg ; that it is not toilſom, there 1s little Labour in it; 
*tis not ſuch as requires great Pains : It is but Intuition, 
not a cautious, wary Ratiocination, wherein we ule to be 
very fſolicitous, leſt we draw any irregular or untrue 
Conſequences. We. do wery eaſily, and oz the ſudden, 
without Suſpicion, or Fear of Error, ozly behold what 
is offer'd to our View. This is a great Perfetion of 
Mind with theſe bleſſed Spirits, to be capable of know- 
ing the greateſt things ſo eaſily, and ſo ſoon, to know, by 
{ceing. And their Aptnelſs hereto is a moral Perfe&ion ; 
for the Clearneſs of the Diſcovery infers their greater 
Obligation to attend, and not to divert from what ſhal 
coſt them ſo little. The blefled God's Manifeſtation of 
himſelf in that &righteſs and moſt glorious Light, is not 
only evidently ſuppoſed ; for in his Light only can we ſee 
Light, Pal. 36.9. but it is emphatically expreſs'd in 
the before-mention'd Text, 1 Cor. 13. 12, of ſeeing Pace 
zo Face ; which ſignifies, oz his part, gracious Vouchſafe- 
ment, his offering his bleſſed Face to view ; that he hides 
it not, nor turns it away, as here ſometimes he doth, in 
juſt Diſpleaſure. And his Face means even his moff 
6onſpicuous Glory, ſuch as, in this State of Mortality, | 

twould 


and Funeral of our late Qut x x. 


*{would be mortal to us to behold: For no Man, not fo 
divine a Man as Moſes himſelf, could ſee his Face and live. 
And it ſignifies, ox their part, who are thus made per- 
fe, their applying and turning their Face towards his, 
viz, that they ſee not caſually, or by fortuitous Glances, 
but Eye to Eye, by dire& and moſt voluntary Intuition ; 
which therefore, on their part, implies moral Perfetion, 
the Will direting and commanding the Eye, and upon 
unexpreſſible Reliſhes of Joy and Pleaſure forbidding 
its Diverſion, holds it ſteady and intent, Here our Ip- 
norance of God is culpable, being voluntary, not liking to 
retain him in our Kpowleds, Rom. 1. 28. There our 
Kyowlede is inculpable and finleſs, being choſen, pur- 
poſed, and always, principally, for its oſt proper Ends, 
the perfeft Adoration and Fruitiou of the bella Object, 
we ſo fixedly behold, and ſo earneſtly covet to know. 
*Tis alſo fit to be noted, that the very Fruition of the 
bleſſed God it ſelf, which the holy Scripture includes in 
our Viſion of him, is not only ovr very Bleſſedneſs it (elf, 
but it is our Duty too, It is a thing enjoin'd us, and 
comprehended in that firſ# and great Commanadment-; 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
Soal, and Might, and Mind; which, who can perfeQly 
do, without a complacential Acquieſcence, and final Reſt 
of their Will in him, as the beſt, the moſt perfe&, and 
all-comprehending Good? And hereupon, tho we are 
wont to diſtinguiſh our glorifying God, and enjoying him, 
they are moſt manifeſtly coincident, and but notionally 
diſtin. For in this our fruitive Acquizſcence of Wilt 
in him, ſtands our higheſt Veneration, our moſt pradtical, 
moſt ſignificant Acknowledgment and Teſtimony concern- 
ing him, as the higheſt, the moſt compleat, and moſt 
. &bſolutely perfect Good ; in that we ſeek no further, but 
take 
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take up our final Reſt in him. This 1s to give him the 
proper Glory of his Godhead, #p glorify him as God. 
And therefore this being the fulleſt Senſe of that great 
and ſummary Command, it 1s only a commanding us to 
be happy. As, on the other hand, the Mifery of the in- 
telligent Creature is his greateſt, and moſt injurious Ini- 
quity, a» Averſion of Will from the bleſſed God, a Te- 
{timony againſt him, as none of the beſt Good, and the 
greateſt Indignity which: created Nature can put upon 
him, who is Goodneſs it ſelf. Thus then is the Kyow- 
ledg or Viſion of Gad, even as it « fruitive, a moral Per- 
tection. But the divine Knowledg, more at large of 
theſe Holy Spirits, though ir be principally converſant 
about God, as its noblelt ObjeR, thorn on nqt their ap- 
plying their Minds to other Objef#s too, according to 

their Concerament with them. And yet, | 
2. How aptly his Perfettion is included in ſuch Kyow- 
ledg will further appear, if you conſider the manyer of 
knowing, or the ſpecial nature and kind of thu Vifion or 
Kyowledg, viz. that it is not that ſight, ineffeftual, meer- 
ly notional, snſipid Ryowleds, which unregenerate Minds 
are now wont to have of the moſt evident Truths, viz. 
that, for inſtance, that God #« the moſt excellent, the moſt 
perfett, the moſt deſirable, as well 23 the moſt adorable Good ; 
which Kyowledg, becauſe it anſwers not the true Exd of 
diviae Kynowleds, is called Ignorance : Whereupon they 
are ſaid to be alienated from the Life of God, through the 
Ignorance that is in them, Eph. 4.18. But that Ign0- 
rance 15 paraphras'd by Blindneſs of Heart, i. e. a moſt 
perfetly voluntary. and choſen Ignorance, founded in 
Averſion of Will. And elſewhere, Fer. 9. 3, —6, by 
a refuſing to know God, a ſaying to him, Depart from us, we 
deſire not the Kyowledg of thy Ways, Job 21. 14. Where- 
| upon 
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upon the Light that is is ſuch « ſaid to be very Darkneſs, 


and then how great & that Darkneſs ! Mart. 6. 23. | 

Thus Komleag, or VN ifton, now in Perfettion, is moſt 
deeply and inwardly penetrative, efficacious, and tranſ- 
forming, admits a Light, which fpreads and transfuſes 
it ſelf thraugh the whole Soul. So it is, at firſt, in eve- 
ry truly regenerate Spirit ; whereby fuch an one is he- 
gottem into the Devine Ligeneſs; his Image is 1tnpreſs'd 
upon it, which, as hath bee noted, is faid to be. rexem- 


ed in. Knowmledg,, Col. 3. 19. Sq that, as by ſolemn Maſc. 
ſage to the Sons of Men, God is declared to. be pure - 
Lights, % John 3.5. (Tha then 4 the Meſſage which we- 


have heard of him, and declare to you, that God is Light, 
anil mith:hins ic ne Darkneſs at al.)., And as he is the Qyi- 
inal, the patexnal Light, the Father of Lights, Jam. 1. 


x7: {a they that. are-born of him. are {ſaid to.be Light it- 


ſeff,, and the; Children of Light. Te were Darkneſs, but 
30 are you: Light inthe Lord, walk as Children of Light, 
Eph. 5.8. And they are therefore ſaid, a the Sons of 
God, to ſhine 4s Lights, Phil. 2,15. (or required todo 
fo.; for the Words bear either Form.) This. ſo exerge- 


tical, eificacions Light, 1s, in the mentioned Texts, mas- - 


nifeltly intended to. connote. Holineſs, as: it doth alfo, 


Rom. 13: 12. which the: Autatheſis there ſhews, Works. 


of. Darkneſs, and. Armonr. of Light, and in many-other 
Places. 


Accordingly the, whole, cven- of Praitical Religion: 
and Gad/ipeſs,, is inthe holy Scriptures.expreſs'd by, the. 


Knowledg of God, 2. Chron, 3o. 22, *Tis ſignified to be 
in its own Nature ſanifying, and. inconſiſtent with pre- 
vailigg Sin, I Cor. 15. 34, #2. mhich they. that live are 
therefore ſaid to be deſtitute of it, who. ara alſo npon.the 
fame. Accguat:laid not. to have bad. any. Sight of. God ; 
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3 John wv. 11. He that ſinneth (the word is 0 x&onosgy, 
a Doer, or Worker of Sin) hath not ſeen God. The 
Light which this Vifion of God receives, muſt, much 
more iz the perfetted Spirits of the Fuſt, be ſuppoled fo 
prevalent and vi&torious, as quite to have chas'd away 
and expelld all Remainders of this impure Darkneſs. 
Every ſuch Spirit is, therefore, become, as it were, an 
Orb of pureſt, moſt operative, and lively Light, an #z- 
telleftual, and a ſelf-atuating Sun, full of Fervour and 
motive Power, beſides mere Light. Whereupon what- 
ſdever this Light and Knowledg diſcovers zt s fit for ſuch 
a Soul to be, zt i, and fit for it to do, 1t can never fail 
t0 ao tt. | 

Therefore the making of ſuch Spirits perfe#, muſt be 
underſtood, in greateſt part, to conſiſt zz reſtoring the 
Order of their Faculties towards each other ; which was 
broken by the Apoſtacy to that _— and they ſo debi- 
litated, and vera leagaid, 0 impotent, and enfee- 
bled, that neither could the one Facalty lead, nor the 
other follow. Whence Light, even about the moſt pra- 
Qical, and the moſt important Matters imaginable, 
true Notions, right Sentiments, [ignified no more to com- 
mand, to govern, to form and direct the Inclinations 
and Motions of the Soul, than if, as to all its Sentiments 
about theſe Matters, you did put falſe inſtead of 7re, 
wrozg inſtead of right, pr abſurd, moſt impoſſible, in- 
ſtead of moſt congruous; moſt neceſſary. Take, for 
—_— Idea of God. Let it be ſuppoſed to com- 
prehend (as every one grants it doth, whether he ac- 
knowledg his Exiſtence or no) all conceivable, all poſſi. 
ble Excellencies ; that it means an 7finite, eternal, ever- 
living, ſelf-ſubhiting Being, moſt perfeitly intelligent, wiſe, 
true, holy, righteous, powerful, and bleſſed ; the Original 


of 
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of Life, Being, and Bleſſedneſs to the Creation, according to 
the ſeveral Kinds, Natures, and Cavacities of his Crea- 
tures; the Supreme and Sovereign Lord of all, towhom it be- 
longs to govern and diſpoſe of what he hath made ;, of moſt 
phy and abounding Goodneſs and Benignity, moſt boun- 
tiful to the indigent, compaſſionate to the miſerable, recon- 
cilable to the guilty, propitious to the penitent, moſt compla- 
centially kind , with higheſt delight, to the holy aud the 
200d, ſevere only to the obſtinately impenitent and implaca- 
ble, that willby no means or methods be reclaimed. 

Take we, again, from hence the Meaſures by which we 
are to judge what ought to be the Yiſpolitions and deport- 
ments of his reaſonable Creatures towards him, That they 
be entirely compos'd, ana mad: up of Love, Reverence, 
Humility , Dependance , Devotedneſs, Subjetion, Grati- 
tude, and Adoration. And ſuppoſe we thar, is the Theory, 
this be, as it generally is, admitred and acknowledg'd as 
the ju and moſt regular Conſequence of the former. 

And let us again ſuppoſe, That we being made after 
his Image, which i» the Natural Part remains, and is 
ſtill common to Mankind ; and as to the Moral Part is 
reſtor?d in all that are regenerate and born of God. *And 
that therefore we ought to love «niver/ally all mankind, to 
wiſh and do well to them, as to our ſelves; and no more 
to injure any man, than we would deſtroy, pull in pieces, 
or offer violence to our own Lite and Being. And that 
we ought, with a more peculiar delecation, to embrace 
and love all holy and good men, without other diſtin&i- 
on, thanas any appear more to excel in goodneſs. 

Our Light about theſe things is lo clear, they are fo lit- 
tle diſputable, and ſo difficult it is to form any argument 
to the contrary, that few ever ſet themſelves, by any cx- 
plicite or formed thoughts, to _= or contend _— 
| them. 
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them. Itis not ( at leaſt, not generally) ſo much as at. 
tempted to diſprove them, or aflert contrary Principles in 
oppoſition to them. Therefore that thediipoſitions and 
common Pra&tice of men do fo little agree with the/e 
Principles, is not that their Notions are herein doubrful, 
but /piritleſs ; their Light is not wxcertain, but weak and 
' impotent. And hereupon their. Kowleage fignifies as lit- 
wie to its proper End, as if their apprehenſions touching 
theſe things were zoe at all, 'or quite contrary to what 
they are. 

They as much negle& and ſlight the Bleſſed God, or 
decline to be concern'd with him, as if they dexjed all the 
things of him which his Idea contains; or as'it they af- 
firmed all 'the things of him which it moſt dire&ly ex- 
cludes. They ſhun, they fly from him, as if 'they:thought 
him the Worſt of Beings, while they acknowledge him 
the Beſt and moſt Excellent Good: Difobey and affront 
him, asf they thought he had 20 Ryizht to rule them.; 
while they confeſs him the Sovereign Lord of all the 
World. And fteer their courſe '/both towards h4imz and 
PUT: ane, in as direct repugnancy to hi Rules, as if 
they thought them all rapversd, and that the oft oppo- 
fite Syſtem of Laws and Precepts were given them by 
ſome undoubted Authority, to regulate all their Praftice. 
_ Ir would amaze a Thinking Mar that all this ſhould be 
fo! That Intelligent Crcatures, that the Reaſonable, Li- 
wing, Immortal Spirits of men, ſhould be ſunk to ſo low 
a Pitch of Degeneracy and Vileneſs! But much more, 
that it being ſo apparently thus, it ſhould be ſo ſeldom re- 
flected on |. that men are not afraid of themſelves ! that 
they appear not as ſo many frightful Moniters, each in 
their own eyes | That they conſider not, What are theſe 
Faculties for ? Why have I ſuch Notions of Truth in = 

| mind: 
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mind? Why have Ia Will whereby to chuſe, reſolve, att, 
and be accordingly ? What a diſtorted, miſhapen Crea- - 
ture is 75s Soul of mine? Every thing in me running. 


counter to right and fit |. Whatever hath thus fatally Per- 
verted all their Powers, hath ſtupify*'d them too ; ſo as 
not only not to find fault, but to applaud and be well 
pleaſed with themſelves for all this. 

But now ſhall we not take our advantage from hence, 

to conceive and be enamour'd of the ReQtitude, the amia- 
bleneſs of this moſt excellent State of the PerfefFed Spi- 
rits of the Juſt | Now doth Comely Order ſucceed inftead 
of the moſt Horrid Deformity ; diſtorted Limbs are ſet 
right; the Ligaments and ConneQtion of the 4i/* jointed 
Faculties to each other are reſtored ; and whatſoever the 
enlightened Mind ſuggeſts as fit and due, preſently obtairs. 
No Complaint remains of ſeeing what is better, and doing 
what is worſe; or that when good ſhould be done, evil is pre- 
ſent. There is nothing but perfe& Regularity, Harmo- 
ny, and Agreement. All things move ſmoothly, and 
with conſtant Equability and Decorum. Right Dittates 
of the /eading Faculty , and ready Compliance of ſuch as 
are to follow, make with them a perpetual, even, and 
uninterrupted Courſe. 

Likeneſs to God, therefore, in every other juſt reſpe&, 
certainly enſues, upon ſuch preceding knowledge of him ; 
For the kind and mature of that knowledge being, as it 
ought to be, powerful, vigorous, transforming of the whole 
Soul, and the Will duftile and compliant ; agreeable im- 
prefſions do moſt certainly take place. As now, behold- 
inge— we are chang'd, 2 Cor. 3.18. Much more in that 
State where the injeifed divine beams are ſo ſtrong, and 
vivid, and the receptive diſpoſition 10 prompt, free, apt 


and facile. | 
E 2 | There- 


b5 * i; © 
” bs v Wy 7 ir 
: = " 

oY , =_ : : 

+ ERS tE FEET I TIES nn FC = a ——_—_— , 

= _ —_— _— CO 
E - . : 
_— — 7. a7 = W-== S 
-4 I "i n E -—_ _ 

= _ A 


A -— ©. IFT SC. - 
mv ns 4 wy IS p 


9 Ys 


og Ing a > 
o aa St. - Cs. Swe oe. cardia; + 
- ; < s . q "+ 


one En er ren ce . 
<<. EET OE rn gm 22a and nos At a wy, 2 0 Ne 
—_— 3 Bs __ _ PR wg 
y - . ht ns {Rene == 


_—_—CUkw_ 


— 


A Diſcourſe on the Death 


* Bleſſed- 

neſs of the 
Righteous 
p.69-=-- CC. 


Therefore to be made /ike God, 1s to be made perfer, 
according to the u!timate intendment of theſe words. I he 
viſion, Or knowledge of God in the heavenly ſlate, being 
never intended for idle, ineffeQtual ſpeculation ; as this 
perfettion is not otherwiſe to be underſtood, than with 
reference to the ends we were made for ; that we may be 
immediately capable of, and apt for everlaſting adoration 
and fruition of the bleſſed God, in a joint, and moft full 
conſent, and communion, with the Gezeral Aſſembly, the 
whole Community of all the bleſſed Spirits beſides, whoſe 
eternal work and delight this will be. 

T his likeneſs to God mult yet be underſtood with ex- 
ception to the Divize Peculiarities, as hath been elſewhere 
{hewn, * ( whicher we now refer, only to fave the la- 
bour of tranſcribing.) In reſpeCt of which Pecul:arities 
alſo, there muſt be on our part, a correſpondency, i. e. a 
likeneſs wh allowance for neceſſary diſagreement, as be- 
tween a Seal and the impreſſion, where what is convex in 
the one, 1s hollow in the other, and yet otherwiſe like, 7z.e. 
correſpondent to each other too. So the caſe is between 
the bleſſed God's Al. ſufficiext fulnefs, and our receptive 
emptineſs, between his Supremacy, and our Subjettion. In 
reſpeCt to other things common to him and us, with the 
reſt of thoſe happy Spirits that inhabit the Regions of 
light and bliſs, Spirituality it ſelf, Life and Vigour, Kyows 
ledge, Wiſdom, Holineſs, Lowe, Serenity , Benignity, 
Mercy , Peace, and Joy, there is a wearer reſemblance ; 
theſe things paſſing under the ſame ame with him, and 
with us, but with the nfinzte znequality ſtill, of God, and 
Creature. | 

Now if here we give our ſelves leave to pauſe a while, 
and contemplate thoſe innumerable multitudes of pure 
and happy Creatures, perfected, or ever perfett Spirits,, 
tha, 
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that inhabit and repleniſh thoſe ample ſpacious Regions 
above, the vaſt (and to us, or to any thought of ours) 
immenſe and endlefs T7475 of Light and Glory, Conſi- 
der them every one compoſed,and made up of lively Light, 
and Love, as we are told God light, 1 Joha 1. 5. and 
God ts love, chap. 4. verl. 16. Conſider them all as 20ſt 
intelligent, and knowirg Creatures, even of the moſt pro- 
found and hidden Myſteries, that here were wont to per- 


plex and puzzle the moſt inquiſitive mind ; ignorant of 
nothing, or apt to comprehend any thing, needful, and- 


pleaſant to be known, or lawful to be enquir'd into; 
curious to know nothiog uſeleſs, or unlawful ; moſt per- 
fealy wiſe Creatures, prudent Sages, endowed with a 
ſelf-governing wiſdom ; {o aseafily, without a vexatious. 
{olicitude, and anxiety, but with a noble freedom, to 


order and command all their Thoughts, Appetitions, 


A&ions, and Deportments towards God, themſelves, and 
one another, 10 as never to be guilty of »i/take or error in 
any motion of -9ind or will, Never to omit any thing #7 
its ſeaſon, or do any thing ont of ſeaſon. Conſider them 
whether iz ſolemn Aſſembly (which may be ſtated and per- 
petual by ſucceſſively appointed numbers for ought we 
know) or diverting and retiring, or faring to and tro, as 
inclination, with allowance, or command, may direct. Yet 
all every where ful of God, continually receiving the vi- 
tal, ſatisfying, glorious Communications of the every- 
where preſent, ſelf-manifeſting Deity,all full of reverence, 
and moſt dutiful ove to the Eternal Pather of Spirits, 
his Ecernal Son, and Spirit, all form'd into perpetual. 
lowlieſt, and malt grateful adoration,, with higheſt de- 


light and pleaſure, all apprehenſive of their depeading 


ſtate, and that they owe their all to that Fulneſs which 
flleth all in all. Every ane in his own eyes a ſelf- nothing, 


baying. 
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having no ſeparate, divided Intereſt, Sentiment, Will, or 
Inclination. Every one continually ſelf-confiltent, agree- 
ing with himſelf; ever free of all ſelf-diſpleaſure, never 
finding any cauſe, or ſhadow of a cauſe, for any angry 
ſel-refleQion upon any undue thought or wiſh in that their 


preſent, perfet ſtate, though not unmindful what they 


were, or might have been, and aſcribing their preſent 
ſtate, and ſtability, to the Grace of God, and dedicating 
their All tothe praiſe and glory of that moſt Free and Un- 
accountable Grace 3 all well aſſured, and unſuſpiciou!tly 
conſcious, with unexpreſlible ſatisfation, of their accep- 
tance with God; and placing with the fulleſt ſenſe and 
reliſh their very lite 1n his favour. All full of the molt 
complacential b2nignity towards one another, counting 
each one's felicity his own, and every one's enjoyments 
being accordingly multiply'd ſo many thouſand fold, as 
he apprehends every one as perfectly pleaſed and happy 
as himſclf. 

Let but any one recount theſe things with himſelf, 
as he cafily may with far greater enlargement of 
thoughts, many more ſuch things as theſe, and he needs 
not be at a loſs for a notion of this perfeit ftate of the 
Spirits of the Juſt. 


And for further confirmation, as well as for a ſomc- 


what more diſtinct and explicire conception hereof, let - 


it be moreover conſidered, 
What was the undertaking and deſign of our Redeern- 
er; to whom the next words direct our eye ; axdto Feſ: 


the. Mediator of the new teſtament, and to the blood of 


ſprinkling, &c. He was to be the Reftorer of thelc 
(once) loft Apoſtate Spirits; and beſides reconciling 
them to God by his blood, that ſpeaks better things than that 
of Abel, was to impart his own Soirit to chem ; and - 

the 
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the Tenour of that New Teſtament, or Covenant, whereof 
he was Mediator, was not only to procure that their ſins 
and iniquities ſhould'be remembred no more, but that the 
Divize Laws ſhould be put 7a their minds, and written in 
their hearts, Chap 8. 10,12, They are therefore, by the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant tobe made perfeit, Chap. 


I3- 20, 21. in every good work ts do his will, having all- 


that wrought in them which is well-pleaſing in his ſight 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Now when ſhall he be ſaid to have 
accompliſh'd his defign ? Not till every oze be preſented 
perfeet ( Col. 1. 28. ) and faultleſs in the preſence of the 
divine glory ( Jude 24.) Do but confider what was a 
deſign worthy of ſo great an Undertaker, the Sox of 
God ; and of his being engaged fo deeply, of his being 
lo earneſtly intent upon it, as to become firſt a May, 
then a Sacrifice to effect it. | 

Conlider his Death and Reſurrettion; wherein he will 

have all that belong to him have a ( Conſortium) a par- 

ticipation with him, and conformity to him; as is large- 

ly diſcourſed, Phil. 3. and hence we are to make our 


eſtimate what is the mark and prize of the high calling. of 


God tz Chriſt, 12, 14. This can be no other than final 
conſummate Chriftianity ; the Chriſtians high calling = 
zermino ;, and which they that are /zchoatively perfet# (or 


ſincere ) mult be ſo-m:zded as to deſign it for themſelves, . 


verſe 15. | 
Therefore let me but tell any man, fo that he can un- 


derſtand me, what #rue Chriſtianity, now, 15, and he can 
tellme what /Zeavez1s. Let me tell him, what it 1s to - 
be a ſincere Chriſtian 1n this preſent ſtate, and he can tell 
me what it 15 to be perfect in the Heavenly tate, The 
writing God's Law 1n the heart truly, and perfectly, goes : 
tar towards both. 

The: 
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The two great Commandments impreſs'd, that are 
both fulfil'd in Love, are of vaſt compaſs to this pur- 

ofe, and with the certain connexa, comprehend all ; 
T hou ſhalt Iove the Lord thy God with all thine heart, &c. 
And — thy Neighbony as thy ſelf, &c. What an Heaven 
upon Earth, would theſe two create, reduc'd to prattice ! 
And when the impreſſion is perfect, What needs there 
more ? 

But God knows, men too conmonly meaſure their 
Heaven by their Chriſtianity, on the wrong hand ; a 
Chriſtianity and an Heaven, 69th external and foreign to 
them. Goddeliver me from this {o palpable and deſtru- 
Ctive a deluſion of a Chriſtianity, and an Heaver foreign 
tomy Soul | A Religion, and a Felicity that touch not our 
Minds, that never preſs our Inner Man 3 What can 
we be the better for them ? What to be impos'd upon by 
ſo abſurd a miſconceit, and ſo repugaant to Scripture ? 
Which ſo expreſ]y tells us :hat Glory we are finally to ex- 
- pe&, isa Glory whereby we are to be glorified, made glo- 
ri9ns, and to be revealed in us, and wherein we are to 


partake with Chriſt, Row. 8.17, 18. Ordid the Son of 


God put on Man, and ſuffer ſo deeply for us, with a de- 
ſign upon us, leſs than this ? 


But now my work 1s done ( nor do my limits allow 


me to enlarge ) 1n reference to the 


2d. Head of Diſcourſe propoſed, In what ſenſe (in- 
cere Chriſtians may be ſaid to be already come to the Spi- | 


rits of the Juſt made perfe&t. Enough may be colle&cc 
from what hath been ſaid. 


Tis to be underſtood 


I. Ina Relative ſenſe, they are come, they - om be- | 
ong 
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long to that Gexeral A ſſembly, that Church which the 
Myriads of Angels, and the perfeited ſpirits of the juſt, are 
of. A Local coming none can pretend in this caſe todream 
of : They are ſaid tobe come to the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem. Such were truly ſaid to be come 
into the very Conſtitution of the Roman Polity, that Y: 
were Civitate donati, admitted Freeien, though they Pp 
lived a thouſand Miles of. | 


Id. Ina real ſenſe, by a gradual, but true participation 
of ( the primordia) the firſt, and moit conftituens Prin- 
ciples and Perfeftions of the Heaven'y State. | 

And now, if that were the thing deſiga'd, there is a 
moſt Adequate groundwork laid tor a true, and the moſt 
ample Exzcomium of that rare Perſon, our never too deep- 
ly Lamented, nor too highly Renowned Zzxeer, whoſe = 
Funerals drew my thoughts to this Theme. View. the _ 
Perfeftions of the Spirits of the Juſt as they were grow- 1 
ing, and more eminently grown towards their higheſt 
pitch ; and here 7s our Ground, Do not wonder it is laid 
as high as Heaven; for thence they begin, as well as exd 

there. By moſt benign influences from thence. tho the 
plant was ſet oz» Earth, they had an early bad, in conceal- 
»ent ; but we have ſeen them bloſſom in oper view, {till 
aſpiring thitherward ; as there they are fully blown. Her, 
otherwiſe , Royal Parentage was, thus, incomparably 
»ore Royal. The Luſtre of Her excellent Vertues, had 
all the advantage, which they could have by dwell;zg well; 
as the Endowments ( what they were) of a Great 
Prince heretofore, were noted to have had the conrrary 
diſadvantage. It was common Senſe, not the Poets Au- 
thority, that could make the Apprebenſion rake place, 


That Vertue is more gratefal exerted from a Comely Boay. 
| LN 30 
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So illuſtrious an inftaxce would give more countenance, 
than the moſt 47gumentative Philoſophy, tothe Opinion, 
That Souls have a great / ſubordinate ) Agency 2 form 
ing their own Mar ſrons. Which the more one apprehends, 
the /eſs credulous he would be of their Original Equality. 
It mult be a very peculiar Gezzins, that could ſtamp to 
inimitable and undeceiving Signatures, az appear'd in 
Her Majeſty's moſt graceful Countenance, in Her comely 
Meen, and Looks, and all Her Deportments. W hofo- 
ever ſhould behold the Fa'rick She TIahabiced, made up 
of Pulchritude and State, muſt conclude ſome very Lovely 
and Venerable Inhabitant dwelt there, Bur nearer ap- 
proaches, diſcover'd ſuch Excellencies of the indwelling 
Mind, that Quicknelſs of Apprehenſion, that Clearnels 
and Strength of Reaſon, that Solidity of Judgmeat, 
that Complexional Goodneſs; The 4p:iz, which that 
Noble Philoſopher ſpeaks of, as the ſeed-plot of Vertues; 
that mult ſoon beget not Coxvidion only, but Admiration. 

Such were the Bourties of Nature in the forming a 
rare and excellent Perſon ; but how munificent were the 
Largeſſes of Grace | That Rewerence of the Divine Majeſly 
that appear*d in Her whole courſe, a Life tranſa&ted un- 
der the Government of Religion, Her conſtant care to 
avoid what She thought Sinful, and readineſs to do what 
S$he judg'd might be Serviceable to the Intereſt of God; 
Her Deteſtation of the profligate Wickedneſs, that She 
knew to. be Diſhonourable and Offenſive to Him, and of 
all the Principles that any way tended thereto ; Her cox- 
tinued Converſation with God, in the conſtant PraQtice 
of Religious Duties, and in all the Exerciſes of Godlineſs 
that belonged to Her fg moſt beloved and frequented ) 
Cloſet, the Family, 0 Solemn Aſſembiy ; Her moſt 
compoſed ſeriouſneſs in attendance upon the Worſhip of God, 
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I the way which She choſe / and which haz She choſe 
NO one could think ſtrange) ; the natural, and moſt uy- 
UYefted appearances hereof, the remoteſt from oſtentation, 
but which could not quite be hid ; nor ought, when 7z 
Religious Aſſemblies we are to teſtify we all Worſhip the 
ſame God, and that all our Applications, and Addreſſes, 
have one Center above, and are all to be direfed to one 
and the ſame glorious Obje&t; unleſs one would have the 
Religion of the Church be allowed the retiredneſs of a 
Cloſet, or reduce joyat, ſocial Worſhip, wherein all are, 
ſome way or other, to expreſs their Unanimity and Con- 
ſent, unto that which is meerly Solitary and Single, Her 
Aſſiduity in Her Religious courſe, the Seaſons, Order, 
and Conſtancy whereof, ſeemed to be Governed by the 
Ordinances of Heaven, that Aſcertain the ſucceſſion of 
day and night; ſo that what was faid ſo long ago of that 
famed Perſon's Juſtice ( and which equally may of Hers 
might have a zobler application to Her Religion, That 
one might as ſoon divert the courſe of the Sun, as turn Her 
from Her daily courſe in Religious Duties. This argued 
a ſteady Principle, and of the higheſt excellency, that of 
Divine Love. Any other would have its more frequent 
qualmes and inequalities, The remark was wiſe and 
weighty, concerning the inlincere man, Fob 27. 10. 
Will he delight himſelf in the Almighty? will he 
always call upon God? That courſe is never like to 
be even, unitorm, and continued, that ſprings not 
from Love, or is not {weetened by delight and 
Pleaſure. All theſe are fo «s great Indications of a copi- 
ous Communication of Divine Grace, and that She re- 
ceived not the Grace of God in vain, I cannot here omit 
Her Reverential Regard for the Lord's- Day, which at 
the Hague I hada very poo Occaſion to take —_— 
2 of. 
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of. On a Saturday a Veſlel ( the Pacquet- Boat ) was 


ſtranded not far from thence, which lying very near the 
Shore, I view'd (happening to be thereabouts at that 
time , till the lait Paſſengers were brought (as all were) 
fafe off. Multitudes went to ſce 1t, and Her Highneſs 
being inform'd of it, ſaid She was willing to fee it roo, 
but thought She ſhould not, for it was then too late for 
that Evening, and She reckoned by Monday it would be 
i:iver'd to Pieces, (tho. it remaining entire till then, She 
was pleas'd to view it that day) but She reſolved, She 
added, She would not give ſo ill an Example, as to go ſee it 
0% the Lord's- Day. 
Next to her exemplary Pzety towards God, ſhone with 
a /econd Luſtre her moſt amiable Bexrgnity towards men ; 
and peculiarly towards them whom ſhe judg'd. Pzons, of 
whatſoever Perſuaſion in reſpe& of the Circumſtances 
of Religion. She opened not her, mouth, but with Wiſdom, 
and in her Tongue was the Law of Kzzdneſs. She hath 
divers times expreſs'd her Acceptance, Value, and Deſire 
of their Prayers, whom ſhe knew in ſome Modes of W:r- 
{hip to differ from her ; as one that well underſtood, thar 
the kingdom of God ffands not in leſſer things, but z 
righteouſneſs, peace, &c and that they who in theſe thing: 
ſerve Chriſt, are acceptable to God, and are to be approved 
of men, She was not inacceſſible to ſuch of Her: Sub- 
jets, whoſe diſfentient Judgments in ſome {uch-things, 
ut them into lower Circumſtances. Great She was in 
all valnable Excellencies, nor Greater 1n any, than in 
Her moſt Condeicending Goodneſs. Her fizonlar Humi- 
ty adorn d all the reſt. Speaking once of a good thing 
which She intended, She added, But of my ſelf I can av 
nothing ; and ſomewhat being by one ( of two more 0n- 
ly.) then preſent, interpoſed, She anſwered, She hoped 
God would help Her. | She 
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She is, as the Text ſpeaks, gone to Mount Sion, in the 
higheſt Senſe of that Phrale. 

And to ſum up all, he that"will read the Chara&er, 

Pal. 15, and 24. of an Inhabitaxt of that Holy Hill, will 
there read Her True and woſt Fuſt Charafter, Wherein 
I cannot amit to take notice, how Sacred She reckoned- 
Her Word: I know with whom She hath ſometimes 
conferr'd, Whether, having given a Promiſe of ſuch a 
ſeeming kmport, She could conliſtenely therewith do ſo 
or ſo, ſaying, That whatever Prejudice it were to Her, 
She would never depart from Her Word. > 

Theſe Rich Endowments every way accompliſh'd 
Her for all the Duties that belong'd to Her, whether in 
Her Chriſtian, Conjugal, or Political Capacity. Which 
if we conſider together, the World cannot give an In- 
ſtance for many By-palt Ages, of ſo much loſt out of it 
in One Perſon. When did Chriſtianity loſe fo confpicu- 
ous an Ornament? A Kjag fo DeleQable and Helpful a. 
Conſort ? A Kzngdom lo Venerable and Belov d a Sove- 
reign? For our King, how are we concernd to. pray, 
Lord, remember David, and all his Af/iitious? And we 
are to hope he hath ſome ſuch fincere Purpoſes and Vows 
deeply infix'd in his heart, as thoſe fubjoin'd 1n that 
P/alm , which will engage tne Divine Preſence with pg, ... 
him ; by which, neither {hall his. Preſſsres be 1ntolera- , 
ble, nor bis Difficulties in{uperable ; buc his bow ſhall abide Gen. 43. 
in ſtrength, and the arms of his hand, be made ſtrong, by 
the hands of the mighty Goa of Jacob | 

But England, England! How deplorable is.thy caſe | 
In what Apgonies thould every concern d heart be for 
tice, O Fxzland! In the latter dazs (and God grant they 
he not too late |) thon may'ſt conſider, That after many 
tormer, defeated Methods, thou hadfſt a. Prizce ( yea,. 
| Princes , 
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Princes) ſtudiouſly intent upon making thee a Reformed, 
Happy People. Isthere now no Cauſe to fear, leſt it be 
determined, Let him that is filthy be filthy ſtill, and him 
that is unjuſt be unjuſt ſtill. 

Few can be ignorant of the Endeavours of our eff 
Gracious Queen to that purpoſe. And I am perſuaded, 
nothing did more recommend our deceaſed, excellent 
Archbiſhop to Her Majeſty, than that She knew Hjs 
Heart to be as Hers, in that Deſign, viz. Of a General 
Reformation of Manners, that muſt have concern'd all 
Parties; and without which, ( leading and preparing 
us thereto) Union, and the Ceſſation of Parties, was lit- 
tle to have been hoped for. And ſo far as I could under- 
ſtand, the Attempt of it was as little intended ; being 
otherwiſe not likely to mcet with cither a Bleſſing from 
God, or any ſufficient Diſpoſition to it with Men, Great 
Diſpoſitions muſt, with much Gratitude to God, be ac- 
knowledg'd in thoſe who hold that Supreme, and 7hi 
Subordinate Station. But ſuch a Work 15 not likely to 
ſucceed, till (by whatſoever Means ) Minds be brought 
to that Temper, that it will ever do it ſe/f. And that Tny 
ſuch Perſons ſhould be remov'd ont of them, within not 
much more than a Month's time, is an 4wful Umbrage to 
us of a Divine determination, | hat leſs gentle Methods are 
fitter for us. And God's Holy Will be done ! 


It is now obvious to any conſidering Perſon, That ma- 
ny very uſeful Reflections might be made upon the Text, 
and the Occaſion together. I ſhall ſhut up this preſent 
Diſcourſe with theſe that follow : 


I. It ought to be moſt remote from us to confine in 
our narrow thoughts, ſincere Religion and Goalineſs to a 
Party 
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Party diitinguifht by /ittle things ; and moſt extra-efſen- 
tial thereto. Take we that great Apoltle's Document, 7 
perceive God is no reſpedter of perſons ; and what he {aid 
| of Nations, may not we as aptly ſay that of all /ach Pary- 
: ties; They that fear God, and work righteouſneſs, are ac- 
cepted of him, Act. 10. 
t Let us once learn to reckon ſubſtantial Godlineſs a 
5 | greater thing, than he »ſixg, or zot uſing this or that Ce- 
/ remonwy And account, that Faith, Mercy, Judgment, 
/ and the love of God, are not to be paſt over tor as little 
things, as the thing of mint, anniſe, and cummin. 1 
believe there are few in the World, if they caſt their 
Eyes about them, but might truly ſay (what I thank 

| God,l have often thought) that of a1! our Parties that hold 
” the Subſtantials of Religion, 1 have known ſome of far 
if greater va/ue than my ſelf. Let the being a good Chriſtian, 
b lignify more with us, than to belong to a ſo — or ſo -— 
F ſhap'd, or -— figured Charch. 

A Noted Writer among the Ancients brings in one, Min. Fc!- 

It ſaying, by way of exprobration to Chriſtians , Fhere is 


v0 Socrates the Prince of Wiſdom, if any among you be ſo great, 
"t tet them imitate him, if they can. What Perſuaſion among 
ro us, can produce a greater Example than we have been 
re now conſidering, or more worthy the imitation evex of 


Private Chriſtians ? 
2. TheSpirits of the Juſt on Earth are in a great pro- 


a- pinquity, and have a near alliance to Heaven. They are 
"R not there to have the firſt foundations laid of their bleſſed 
et ſtate, but are only to be made perfet. They have in 


them here the firſt Principles, the Elements of their final 
bleſſedneſs. Heaven in /ittle, As the Acorn contains the 
in Tree, or the Embrio the Man. 


2. The 
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2. The Juſt in this World are of the Church in Hea. 
ven. They are come to the General Aſſembly, the Church 
of the Firit-born, &c. All ſincere Chriſtians, whether 
in Heaven or Earth (as hath been noted) make but one 
Family, Epheſ. 3.15. Good God ! Can our /ittle dife- 
rences, here, ſet us at greater diſtance than Heawvez and 
Earth ! The Obſervation is worth conſidering of that 
Wiſe and Noble Perſon. It will be found a matter of great 
moment and uſe, to define what, and of what latitude thoſe 
points are, which diſcorporate meu from the body of the 
Church And if any think this hath been done, now, 
long ago, let them ſeriouſly conſider with what ſincerity, and 
moderation the ſame hath been performed &c. Andif 
it had not been done with ade ſincerity, and woderatio;; 
in his days, it's much to be doubted whether it have, ſxce. 
In the mean time it is to be conſider'd, that what dife- 
renceth any thing, conſtitutes it. And if a Church ( of 
whatſoever denomination) be conſtituted iz its ſuper ſtr4- 
#ire (though its foundatign be good) of Hay and Stubble, 
of things that can belong to no Church, 2s a Church, it 
uſt ſome time or other ſuffer loſs. And though the 
Builders be ſaved, it muſt be by a more penetrative, than 
an imagined, Purgatory: fire. 

4. Angels muſt have kind propenſions towards men, 
eſpecially good men, in this World, knowing zheſe are of 
the ſame Society and Church with them, though the D;- 
wine Wiſdom hath not judg'd it ſuitable to our preſext fate 
of probation, there ſhould be an open, and common, inter: 
courſe between them and us. *Tis however, a great in- 
congruity, we ſhould have ſtrange, uncouth, ſhy, fright- 
ful, or unfrequent thoughts of them, in the- mean 
time. 


5. When 
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5. When we find any excellext Perſons in our World, 
attain far, and high towards the perteQtion of the Hea- 
venly State, it ought to be a great encouragement to us, 
and 1s an obligation, to aſpire to ſome {ire pitch. We ſee, 
it is not an 7mpof/ible, or an unpratticable thing ; and ſhould 
diſdain to crawl, now, as Worms, whea we are to ſoar 
as Angels. 

6. We ought hereupon to acknowledge and adore, the 
Munificence, and Power of Divine Grace, that it ihould de- 
ſign the making of ſuch A4bjes as we, fit to be aſſociated 
with ſuch an Aſſembly, the innumerable company of Angels, 
axd the ſpirits of the juſt made perfett; and will not fail to 
effeQ it, if we comply with the apt methods, appointed 
for that bleſſed purpoſe. 

7. When ſuch aſcead, and are taken up from us, that 
God had eminently prepared for tranſlation, we ſhould 
take great care let we unduly regret it. That we do not 
envy Heavenits own. To which they are more a-kin, than 
to our Earth, And which had a greater right in them 
than we could pretend]. 

8. We ſhould look upon Funeral Solemnittes for ſuch, 
with more proſpet# than retroſpefF, and conſider them as 
direQting our Eye leſs downward to our own for/aken 
World, than upwards to the Celeſtial Regions and [nhab:i- 
zants. To ſuch, to dye, 1s to be born, They dye only 
out of our mean World, and are born into a moſt glorious 
one. Their Funerals ſhould be celebrations of their aſrear ; 
and an exulting Joy ſhould, therefore, zz thar caſe, not be 
quite baniſht from taxeral Sorrows, but be aliow'd to min- 
oleth:rewith, as Sun-beams glittering 1n a Cloud. When 
the greateſt Perſon was leaving this worid, that ever lived 
init, He lays, If you loved me, you woula rejuice that T ſay, 
I 0 to the Father, We ſhould bear our part iz the joys of 
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heaven, upon this Occaſion, if we relate to it. And when 
we are told, there 1s joy there, among the Angels of God 
for the copverſion of ſuch, who are thereby bur prepared 
to come to their Aſſembly, we may conclude there is much 
more, for their glorification, when they are fully come, 
and joined to it. Funeral Solemnities are very dull, me- 
lancholy, ſhews, without ſuch references forwards, and 
upwards. With how different a temper of mind would 
two Perſons have been the SpeCtators of Jacob's Pune- 
ral, The one-.of whom ſhould have lookt no further 
than the Canaarnites, or Egyptians did, who would only 
ſay ſome great Perſon is dead. But the other, by Di- 
vine Illumination 1s enabled to apprehend , This duſt 
here mingles with the earth of this Land, to preſignity 
this People, of whom he was the Head, muſt poſſeſs 
it, Yea, moreover, here the Great God will fix bis 
Reſidence and Throne. Upon ſuch a Mount ſhall be 
the Palace of the Supream Kijng. Here, after great 
Mutations and Revolutions, and great Deſtruftions , 
both of the Egyprians and Cananites, ſhall this Peo- 
ple have a long ſucceſſion of Princes and Rulers that 
ſhall be of themſelves. And all this but as repreſent- 
ing a Kzng and AKzngdom that ſhall rule, and ſpread 
over all the Earth, and reach up, at length into Hea- 
ven. Canaan ſhall be an Holy Land. Unto Sior's 
Kjng ſhall Tributary Princes bring their Gifts 
out of Egypt, and Ethiopia ſtretch out her hands ; 
and all Nations ſerve him. His Empire ſhall con- 
fine with the Univerſe, and all. Power be given him, 
both in Heavez and Earth. With what a /arge and 
raiſed mind, would ſuch a One have beheld this Fune- 
ral ! What better Canaan than we now behold, we ſhall 
have iz this world God knows! And we ſhould - 
tie 
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the leſs folicitous. to know intermediate things, when 
we are ſo fully aſcertain'd of the glorious end of all 
things, And let us reflect upon the ſolemn Pomp of 
that late Mournful Aſſembly that lamented our Queer”s 
departure out of our world, comparing it with the zraz/- 
cendent Magnificence of that Triumphant Aſſembly into- 
which ſhe 15- received above. 
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Books written by the Reverend Mr, John Howe. 


T HE Blefſedneſs of the Righteous opened, and further Re- 
commended from the. Confideration of the Vanity of this 
mortal Life, | 

A Diſcourſe of Delighting in God. 

The Reconcileableneſs of God's Preſcience of the Sins of men; 
with the Wiſdom and Sincerity of his Counſels, Exhortations , and: 
whatſoever means he uſes to prevent them. In a Letter to the. 
Honourable Robert Boyle, Eſq; To which is added a Poliſcript in 
Defence of the ſaid Letter. 

Self-Dedication ;z Diſcourſed in the Anniverſary Thankſgiving of 
a Perſon of Honour for a great Deliverance, 

The right uſe of that Argument in Prayer, from the Name of 
God, on behalf of a People that profels it. 

A Funeral Sermon on the Deceaſe of that Worthy Gentlewoman, 
Mrs. Margaret Baxter ( Wife of the Reverend Mr, Richard Baxter ), 

A Diſcourſe relating to the-Much-lamented Death, and Solemn 
Funeral of our Incomparable and moſt Gracious Queen Mary, of 
moſt Bleſſed Memory. The Second Edition. 

Of Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow. With an Appendix con- 
cerning the immoderate Defire of fore-knowing things to _— 
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The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Souls, in a Treatiſe on 
Lu: 19.41,42, With an Appendix,whercin ſornewhat is accalionally 
diſcourſed concerning the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how 
God is (aid to Will the $a)vation of them that periſh, 
 . Of Charity in reference to other Mens Sins. 

A- Sermon direQing what we are to do zfter a firit Erquiry 
whether or no we truly Love God. 

A Funeral Sermon for that Faithful and Laborjous Servant «f 
Chriſt, Mr. Richard Fairclough, ( who decealed July 4. 1682. in 
the Sixty Firft year of his Age. ) 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Either Sampſon , the late Wife of 
Henry Sampſon, Dr. of Phyſick, who died Nov. 24. 1689. 

The Carnality of Religious Contention. In two Scimons 
Preach'd at the Mircham's Lefiure in Broadſtreet. 

A calm and Sober Enquiry concerniog - the poſſibility of -: 
Trinity in the Godhead, with a Letter concerning a Poliſcript to 
the Defence of Dr. Sherlock's Notion of the Trinicy in Unity rc 
ting to the Calm Enquiry, &c. 


A Diſcourſe of the great Diſingenuity and Unreaſonableneſs of 
Repining ac Aﬀiding Providences : And- of the Influence which 
they ought to have upon us, on Fob 2. 10. Publiſhed upon Occa- 
fion of the Death of Our Gracious Sovereigr', Queen Mary,. of 
moſt Blefſed Memory. With a Preface containing ſome Obſerva: 
tions touching Her Excellent Endowments, and Exemplary Life. By 
Edward Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter. 

The Holy Bible, containing the Old Tcftzment and the New; 
with Annotations and Parallel Scriptures. To which is Annex'd 
the Harmony of the Goſpels. As alſo the Reduction of the Fri 
Weights, : Coins and Meaſures, to our Enghſh Standard ; And a 
Table of the Promiſes in Scripture By Sanmel Clark, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel. Printed in Folio of a very Fair Letter. The like ne- 
ver befarc in One. Volume. 

The Four lait Things, viz. Of Death, Judgment, Heaven, H-1l. 
Practically Conſidered and Applied in feveral Difcourſes. By Wl- 
liam Bates. D.D. 

A Sermon Preached upon the mach Lamented Death of Oar 
Late Gracious Sovercign. Queen” Mary. To which is 2ddes the 
Addreſs of Condolence to His Mzjetty by the Difſenting Minilicrs. 
By #. Bates, D.D. 


Sold by Brabazon Aylmer. 


